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Steve Capin is one of the Museum’s 48 active docents. Mr. Capin completed over 200 hours of 
service last year and brings his experience as a classroom teacher to his tours with student and 
adult groups. 

 

“I have been teaching for ten years and have gone on countless field trips. This was by far the 

best!”  

-- Megan Leslie, 5th grade teacher, Faust Elementary School, 
Bensalem, PA 

  



Education Department Executive Summary 

Academic Year 2017-2018 

 

The Education Department is committed to providing accessible, high-quality educational 
experiences for a wide range of audiences. At the beginning of the fiscal year, NMAJH 
underwent a restructuring that included a 50% reduction in education department staff. While 
this reorganization did bring challenges, we proudly met our annual goal for school group visits, 
launched a new design for our national curriculum Open Book: Discovering American Jewish 
History Through Objects, welcomed the largest class of participants to our National Educators 
Institute, sent our traveling suitcase around the country, and maintained our overall 
commitment to excellence in all aspects of departmental activity.  
 
The following report represents highlights from the past fiscal year. For the first time, this report 

includes adult group visits in addition to student and youth visits. Information pertaining to adult groups 

is included throughout the report including being represented in many charts and graphs.   

 
Highlights from the past year: 
 
 

National Presence and Curriculum Development: 

 

● We are proud to announce that we have received a 50,000 grant from the Covenant 
Foundation. The grant will support the Museum’s development the National Educators 
Institute (NEI) and the newly relaunched national curriculum, Open Book: Discovering 
American Jewish History Through Objects which currently includes five completed 
lessons. 

● NMAJH hosted its third annual National Educators Institute (NEI) for 25 educators from 
nine states. Museum staff also conducted two traveling NEI seminars in Detroit and 
Boston, attended by 85 teachers from 30 schools.  

● The Traveling Suitcase visited 19% more schools in FY 18 than in FY 17. 
 

Schools and Adult Group Programs:  

● We served a total of 13,178 group visitors in FY18, exceeding last year’s total. This 
number includes 10,742 students and 2,436 adults.  

● 40 adult and student groups participated in off-site and distance learning programs.  
● Our generous funders made it possible to ensure that NMAJH programs are financially 

accessible through full or partial scholarships covering admission and, in many cases, 
transportation, as well as special programs and take-away educational gifts.  

● We expanded our accessible offerings by developing and offering a full sensory-friendly 
tour for students. 

● The most popular student programs continue to be “Becoming American and Traveling 
Suitcase,” “Courageous Choices,” and “Unique Promise and Imperfect Freedom”.  

 



Docents, Museum Education Fellows, and Interns: 

● 48 volunteer docents led student and adult visiting as part of a group tours, donating 
more than 2,800 hours to the Museum. 

● Two new docent-led committees were formed: a docent and volunteer newsletter 
committee and an enrichment trip committee helped to promote docent engagement 
and morale. 

● Five graduate-level education fellows received training to lead our most popular tours. 
Fellows gave a total of 105 Becoming American and Becoming American Traveling 
Suitcase tours and presentations and 59 tours of the special exhibition, Leonard 
Bernstein: The Power of Music. 

 

 

Outreach and Partnerships:           

● We continued building relationships with local and national organizations through joint 
programming, conference attendance, cross-promotion, and content support. New 
relationships include After-School Activities Partnership which held a Scrabble tournament 
for more than 200 public school students at NMAJH, and MyFace, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to transforming the lives of patients with facial differences. 

● After providing space, resources, and judges to National History Day for several years, the 
Museum was invited to join a newly-formed Steering Committee.  
 

           
After School Activities Partnership Scrabble Tournament, May 2018 

 

  



Attendance by student and adult group type, FY18 
Total number of attendees = 12751 
 

 
 

FY 18 saw an increase in the percentage of public school groups, a slight increase in Jewish 

camp groups and an increase in Jewish Day school visitation. FY 18 also saw a decrease in 

college group an Independent/Private/Parochial school group visitation.  



NMAJH Education Funders FY18 

 
 

The museum extends its gratitude to the following supporters: 

 
An anonymous national foundation; Judy and Stephen Bleyer; Andrea and Charles Bronfman 

Philanthropies; Solomon and Sylvia Bronstein Foundation; Michele and Jeffrey Brotman; 

Clayman Family Foundation; Comcast; The Covenant Foundation; Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation; The 

Foundation for Jewish Day Schools, a partner of the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia; 

Daniel & Jodi Katz Family Fund; The Eleanor M. and Herbert D. Katz Family Foundation; Sylvia 

Kellem Memorial Fund; Robin and Bradford Klatt; Koret Foundation; Lasko Family Foundation; 

Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation; The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation; Christopher 

Ludwick Foundation; Lundy Law Foundation; David & Inez Myers Foundation; Origlio Beverage; 

PECO; Philadelphia Insurance Companies; Norman Raab Foundation; Norma z”l and Abe z”l Shanzer; 

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust; Universal Health Services Inc.; Weis Markets; Elizabeth and Alan 

Shulman Education Fund, supported by the Judy and Fred Wilpon Family Foundation; Winnick 

Family Foundation; and many additional Museum friends and supporters. 

 

 

NMAJH Education Committee 

Mimi Schneirov, Chair Daniel Promislo 

D. Walter Cohen z”l Meryl Rodgers 

Phyllis Finkelstein Laura Shaw Frank 

Reena Friedman Elizabeth S. Shulman 

Tom Katz Abbie Stein 

Sharon Tobin Kestenbaum Rabbi Lance Sussman 

Lisa Popowich  

 
 
 
Education Department Staff:  

 Lauren Gross, Education Assistant  

 Charlie Hersh, MA, Education Coordinator  

 Ronit Lusky, MA, Senior Manager of Education and Interpretation  

 Josh Perelman, PhD, Chief Curator & Director of Exhibitions and Interpretation  

 Rachel Urkowitz, MS, Manager of Education Programs and Events 
 

For full FY18 School and Adult Group Report, visit here: 

https://www.nmajh.org//uploadedFiles/Education/FY%2018%20Student%20and%20Adult%20Group%2

0Annual%20Report.pdf  

https://www.nmajh.org/uploadedFiles/Education/FY%2018%20Student%20and%20Adult%20Group%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.nmajh.org/uploadedFiles/Education/FY%2018%20Student%20and%20Adult%20Group%20Annual%20Report.pdf

